
Outdoor Area Best Practice

In this week’s video, we visit Anthony

Morrison, the owner of Christy’s Bar in

Kilkenny, who fills us in on his key

learnings from developing the outdoor

area of his premises, and running a bar

during COVID restrictions.

Why did you decide to invest in your

outdoor area originally?

We had an outdoor area which was

basically some grass and a bench. In 2015

we decied to make an investment in the

outdoor space to see how it would go, and

it was very well received. Two years ago we

decided to take it to the next level. Our

younger clientele especially wanted their

own space. Now it’s a year-round space

with a retractable roofing system.

What was your key learning from the whole

experience?

Thanks to COVID, the outdoor area is now

paramount to the success of any pub in

Ireland. There is definitely a cultural swing

with the youth of today and going forward,

anybody who is aged 18-21 is going to

associate the experience in a bar with an

outdoor area, and I feel it must now be a

part of the overall package when you are in

the pub business.

What would be your advice to another

businessperson who is considering

investing in their outdoor area?

I would say treat it as you do your inside

bar area. The outdoor area has to be part of

your package, if you are going to do it, do it

right. Give your clientele everything they

want; they’re going to want TVs, heat, and

comfort. Traditionally the Irish outdoor area

would have been left to the side. It wasn’t

invested in. But it will be very important for

the future success of you business. COVID

has done that to the youth of today: they’re

going to be brain-trained into going for an

outdoor area. If you have it, use it, and use

it to its full potential. An outdoor area, if

it’s done right, will attract customers.


